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 Certified

 Registered

 Non-credentialed

 Court interpreter 
who has not been 
designated as 
certified or 
registered by the 
AOC
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Tips for Working With 
Court Interpreters

 Direct your comments and 
questions to the LEP individual -
NOT to the court interpreter.

 SLOW DOWN - make sure 
everyone speaks one at a time.

 Provide the court interpreter 
pertinent documents before the 
hearing.

 Do not ask the court interpreter to 
explain anything to the LEP 
individual.  

 Court interpreters interpret all 
communications accurately 
without adding or omitting 
anything.  

 Clarify abbreviations.
 Don't ask the interpreter not to 

interpret something.
 Be patient.
 Avoid interrupting. 
 Try not to use too much fancy 

legal jargon.  
 Make sure there are no 

conflicts with the interpreter.  

Signs That Things Are 
Not Going Well

-The hearing is taking place and the interpreter is not interpreting.  
-The court interpreter should be simultaneously interpreting 
EVERYTHING.  

-Your client starts speaking in broken English.
-Chances are the interpreter is not correctly interpreting your client.

-The interpretation is too long.
-The interpreter might be saying more than what should be interpreted.

-The interpretation is too short.
-The interpreter might be summarizing.
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 The constitutional guarantee of due 
process applies to everyone in this 
country, not just fluent English-speakers.

 In America, state justice systems are 
required to ensure that all people, 
regardless of their primary language, have 
equal access to a fair trial and that 
includes the right to an interpreter.  
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Certain LEP persons who are not litigants or witnesses have legal decision-
making authority regarding the matter before the Court.  Such persons should be 
provided interpreter services throughout the proceedings and for all interactions 
with the Court.  

Some examples:

Parents or legal guardians of minor children where the child is involved in the 
matter but where the parent or guardian is not a named party.

LEP parents of a minor child involved in a juvenile action should be provided 
interpreter services throughout the legal proceeding and to communicate with 
counsel.
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